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Outline of Presentation

 Definitions of OHWM

 Freshwater Shorelines

 Tidal Shorelines

 Determining the OHWM

 Displaying the OHWM

 Discussion of Best Practices



Definitions

Regulations made under the subsection 12(1) of the Land Surveyors Act

70 (1) In this Section, “ordinary high water mark” means

(a) for non-tidal waters, the limit or edge of the bed of a body of water where the land has been 

covered by water so long as to wrest it from vegetation or as to mark a distinct character upon the 

vegetation where it extends into the water or upon the soil itself; and

(b) for tidal waters, the mark on the seashore reached by the average of the mean high tides of the 

sea between the spring and neap tides in each quarter of a lunar revolution during the year 

excluding only extraordinary catastrophes or overflows.

(2) Unless there are existing rights to the contrary, the ordinary high water mark must be used 

as the feature defining water boundaries.



Definitions continued...

Regulations made under the Beaches Act

2(f) "mean high water mark" means the line on the seashore reached by the average of the mean 

high tides of the sea between the spring and neap tides in each quarter of a lunar revolution 

during the year excluding only extraordinary catastrophes or overflows, or 

(ii) the line on the shore of a lake or river usually reached by the water after the great flow of the 

spring 

has abated and the lake or river is in its ordinary state, and 

(iii) for the purposes of determining the boundaries of a parcel of land at a place in respect to which 

there is no record of tides extending at least over one year, the visible high water mark, that is, 

the point fixed by signs on the ground such as the state of vegetation and accumulation of 

debris; 



Different Types of Shorelines

❑ Ocean, Lakes, Rivers, Streams and other Watercourses
❑ Each of the above bodies of water can have different 

shoreline types such as: 
❑ Steep Rock Shore
❑ Sandy Beach
❑ Cobbles
❑ Salt Marsh
❑ Cliffs
❑ Eroding Clay
❑ And others

❑ Some examples follow



Freshwater Shorelines



Freshwater Lakeshore



Freshwater Lakeshore



Freshwater Lakeshore



River Shoreline



Tidal Shorelines



Tusket River - Rocky Shore (Tidal)



Sandy Beach and Cobbles - Cape Sable Island



Sandy Beach and Sand Dunes, Shelburne Harbour



Salt Marsh - Tusket



Salt Marsh



Mud Flats - Tusket River (Tidal)



Mud Flats – Wolfville Harbour



Outcropping Bedrock – Cape St. Marys
Steve Acker Plan

049AD2014.pdf


Sand, Cobbles, Cliff - Mavillette



TUS2021-0027_OHWM_Whale Cove.pdf

Basalt Shoreline – Whale Cove

TUS2021-0027_OHWM_Whale Cove.pdf


Determining the
Ordinary High Water Mark



Location of Shoreline Segments



Tidal Regimes



Tidal Predictions - Abbotts Harbour
Yarmouth County



Tidal Predictions – Arichat
Richmond County



Tidal Predictions - Parkers Cove
Annapolis County



Portion of CHS Marine Chart



CHS Station Description



Yarmouth (00365)

Yarmouth (00365).lnk


Locating Tide Data
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Tides, Currents, and Water Levels

Tides, currents, and water levels   Fisheries and Oceans Canada.lnk


Displaying the OHWM

A few accepted methods of locating the OHWM:

❑ Radial Bearing and Distances from control points

❑ Offset Distances from a line

❑ Real Time Diffential GPS Coordinate File **

❑ Real Time Kinematic GPS Coordinate File



Location of Shoreline Segments



Lyndon Crowe Wallace Bridge

Jim Macintosh Wolfes Island

Steve Acker Wedgeport

Steve Acker Tusket River

Ray Pottier East Jordan

Plans Showing OHWM Location

GOLFTRIP SUB.pdf
36534 S-6701 Certified 02Nov2021 PLAN (1).pdf
015AD2017.pdf
ENG001AD2022.pdf
East Jordan Enforcement 2019 UTM Z20.pdf


QUESTIONS

???


