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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

J. Fee, P.Eng., NSLS, CLS

The crisp, cool mornings of Sep-
tember are a reminder that the
land surveyor’s favourite season
has returned. Black flies are al-
most a distant memory and the
snow has yet to fly. Autumn is the
time of year that office dwellers
like myself look for an excuse to
check out a job or visit a crew on
site.

Of course, in Nova Scotia, this is
also hurricane season. At this time
last year, many of us were clean-
ing up after “Juan”. The aftermath
of Juan continues to be felt in the
surveying business. In many parts
of HRM, the cost of opening up
boundaries in the woods has in-
creased 2 to 3 times. Fallen trees
and hanging limbs present an on-
going safety hazard for field per-

sonnel.

The Fall is also a time to reflect
on our accomplishments and look
forward to the challenges and op-
portunities of the future. We have
much to be thankful for as land
surveyors living and working in
Nova Scotia. Many of us are en-
Joying the rewards of a relatively
robust economy. In 1994 our As-
sociation had 255 regular mem-
bers competing for too little work.
Ten years later our membership is
at 185 and land surveyors are fi-
nally in demand.

We are challenged to work smart-
er to keep up with the increased
demand for our services. That
means investing in technology and
people and providing a competi-
tive work environment. It means
that we can be more selective in
the work that we do and charge
for our services accordingly. How
many of us continue to do Loca-
tion Certificates at 1980’s prices
while our real clients are left wait-
ing?

We are fortunate to have an exclu-
sive right of practice supported by
provincial legislation. We earned
this right through our professional
conduct. Our Association is small
but our bar is high; from our edu-
cational standards to our regula-
tions, from our Survey Review
Department to Mandatory Contin-
uing Education and our com-
plaints and discipline process. All
of these elements demonstrate that
we are professionals and worthy
of our unique status.

The work of the surveyor is large-
ly behind the scenes. With our
well developed cadastre, real
property transactions are routine
and boundary disputes are rare.
When architects and engineers
rely on the surveyor, buildings
and structures end up in the right
spot. So, while many don’t under-
stand how we do what we do, our
value to society is clear.

The stage is set for the continued
prosperity of our members. How-
ever, we must not take our profes-
sional status for granted. Demo-
graphics are already changing the
tace of our profession. The aver-
age Nova Scotia Land Surveyor is
a white male in his 50’s. This pro-
file will not carry us into the fu-
ture. We need to attract new mem-
bers, from diverse backgrounds,
with both new and traditional skill
sets. As many of our members
move to retirement, our Associa-
tion will be relying on our newest
members for their energy and new
ideas.

In the coming year our Associa-
tion will be developing a Strategic
Plan to provide a blueprint for our
future. Our resources are limited.
We need to identify the issues im-
pacting our profession and priori-
tize our actions and decision mak-
ing. Your Council will be looking
for your support with this initia-
tive.

Enjoy the Fall and we look for-

ward to seeing you at Oak lsland.%

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Pursuant to By-law 5.5, you are hereby given notice that the 54" annual general meeting of
the Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors will be held at Oak Island Resort, Western
Shore, Nova Scotia, beginning Friday, October 15, 2004 at 9:00 am and continuing on

Saturday, October 16, 2004.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT

F.C. Hutchinson, BA, NSLS, CLS

Mandatory Continuing Education
(MCE) is now in full swing. The
committee has provided evalua-
tions of activities for several mem-
bers in the past few months. The
evaluations have been beneficial to
the committee in establishing vari-
ous scenarios and precedents for
future referral. So far it appears
that there is an increased participa-
tion by the membership in associa-
tion activities as a result of the
MCE Program.

While I am on the topic of educa-
tion I would like to talk about a
special week in November, Geog-
raphy Awareness Week. Pro-
moted since 1987 by The National
Geographic  Society, it now
includes GIS Day in mid-week,
Wednesday, November 17, 2004.
How about that, a special day just
for us. Yes, surveyors play a very

important role in Geographic Infor-
mation Systems. The municipal
tax system is based almost entirely
on the boundaries and parcels cre-
ated by the surveyor.

Why not capitalize on the opportu-
nity and contact the geography de-

partment of a local school to see if

they would like a speaker to talk to
students. You can promote survey-
ing, geomatics, mathematics, and
geography and yes ...
get MCE points for your effort. |
suggest that you visit
www.gisday.com to learn more
about this special day and week.
Be proud of your chosen profes-
sion!

you can even

Within the next six months, the
Land Registration Act will be pro-
claimed throughout Nova Scotia,
signaling the death knell of our
present 255 year old Registry Sys-
tem. The surveyor has, as always,
an important role to play in the
“real property” game. The profes-
sion needs to be vigilant and work
with the legal profession and the
Government to ensure that the his-
torical documentation of the exist-
ing registry system is not lost. Its
preservation provides the textual
evidence needed to delineate the
ownership of future titleholders.

A future endeavor of the land titles
program under the Land Registra-

tion Act is the scanning of plans for
online viewing. Digital submis-
sions are also being considered but
initially only the geometry of the
plan may be requested to assist the
property mapping database. This
may be initiated by the municipal
planning authority at the time of
subdivision approval.

Members are reminded that survey
plans that have been prepared to
illustrate boundaries that are not
subject to municipal approval can
be recorded in the Registry of
Deeds Office at no cost. Docu-
menting the extent of title by a
retracement survey benefits the
property database and preserves the
plan in a public registry for the
owner and future title holders. It
also aids the future surveyor from
missing an unrecorded document
and thus creating a possible con-
flict. If the land surveyor places a
marker on a property in the public
domain then that marker should be
supported by a document in the
local registry.

[t doesn’t seem like that long ago
that I worked into the wee hours of
the night using log tables and cal-
culating areas by coordinates. The
concept of “digital plan submis-
sions” was a galaxy away and not
even part of my vocabulary. |
wonder what new words will be in
use by the next generation? 54
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Canada's Survey Equipment Source

CST Optima® Nitrogen-Filled

Single Prism

Our top-selling prism

® (0/-30mm all-metal single tilt prism assembly with target
e Fully compatible with leading manufacturers

* Prism is hermetically sealed and charged with nitrogen
to prevent fogging

63-1010N $2 1 9-95

Reg. $277.00

Seco Prism Bag Eslon 30M Fibreglass

Protect your prism
investment
e Fits a single or triple
prism assembly
* Heavy duty Cordura® nylon
® Heavily padded for extra
protection

Machete
Clear yourself a quick path with

this professional grade machete
®* Wood handle

e Protective sheath included

120-0100 $29-95

Reg. $32.95

Prices valid between Aug. 15 - Oct. 31, 2004
Cannot be combined with any other special offer

000-2325 $32-95 Reg. $46.00

Iltis Ox-Head Axe
Great axe at a great price
i e 1-3/4 |b. wide flare axe
U * 24" hickory handle

oo $49.95 y
Reg. $55.00 %

Tape with Reel ,
Our top-seller—the (\

professionals' tape choice
¢ Graduated in metric

220-5030 $24-95

Reg. $32.00

CST Wood/Fibreglass

Tripod

Will not shrink or swell in

changing weather fr S | L

conditions

* Flat head 0

® Quick Clamp locks ?\
o}
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60-WDF20 $209-95

Reg. $242.45
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Call Cansel to order at 1-888-222-6735 ~

Vancouver ¢ Calgary « Edmonton « Winnipeg ¢ Toronto * Ottawa * Montreal * Quebec * Halifax
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SRD MANAGER'S REPORT
by Gerry Bourbonniere, NSLS

Administration

Since 2001, between 9,000 and
10,000 plans and location certificates
were submitted annually to SRD.
General terms of reference for SRD
were to perform a complete review,
with a report, on one plan per year
for each member who submitted
plans (140 to 150), perform a site
inspection, with a report, on 50% of
those members per year and perform
a “cursory review” of all other plans
and location certificates. These, to-
gether with administrative responsi-
bilities, were very lofty objectives for
one individual to accomplish.

In 2004, the Administration Review
Committee met to discuss the prob-
lems of fulfilling these objectives. A
plan has been worked out which
should be attainable and provide the
members with the required feedback.
Systematic reviews will be performed
as per Regulation 96(1), a minimum
of one plan per member per year
(currently about 140). Ofthese, 50%
will be subjected to site inspections.
If necessary, other submissions by
the member may be considered in the
plan review and/or site inspection.
This format was applied to about one
half of the reports to date this year.
With the existing number of staff at
SRD, this is recommended as a very
workable process.

See Appendix A for comparisons of
annual plan submissions and sales of

SLC numbers. Prompt payment of
members’ accounts is appreciated.
However, there are still some mem-
bers whose submissions are continu-
ally in arrears.

After more than three years as SRD
Accounts clerk, Peter Landzaat has
retired. SRD certainly benefitted
from his knowledge and experience in
ac-counts receivable. Cathy Mclnnis
has been hired for the part-time posi-
tion, which will continue as three
days per week.

Reviews and Reports

In March, significant time was spent
finalizing detailed reviews of plans,
site inspections and the comprehen-
sive reviews of numerous projects of
one member and the subsequent re-
ports. The findings of this investiga-
tion resulted in an official complaint
being filed in April. Further unsolic-
ited information was sent to SRD
since the complaint was filed. This
information, after a cursory review by
SRD, was forwarded to the Commit-
tee and the member was advised of
this action. Reports from this investi-
gation are not included in the follow-
ing statistics.

Site inspections have been performed
on 46 projects and reports forwarded
to 41 surveyors. 50% of the reviews
followed the procedures mentioned
above. The others included the mini-
mum of a mathematical check. Site

inspection reports automatically in-
clude comments on plan preparation,
regulatory or observations.

Reports on eight site inspections
performed in 2003 were sent to six
surveyors. A further 20 to 25 reports
were provided on the random review
of one or more plans, at the request of
the Complaints Committee, on Loca-
tion Certificates or in response to
requests by members for advice or
assistance. The latter may be in the
form of e-mail or letter after investi-
gation, including discussion with the
Executive Director and/or members
of the SRD Advisory Committee.
Many requests are dealt with immedi-
ately by phone. Calls from the public
are normally directed to the Execu-
tive Director when available.

Because of the complexity of prob-
lems with survey and plan prepara-
tion procedures discovered in re-
views, members (two this year) may
be asked to come to the office to
discuss the situation. It is also not
uncommon for members to stop by
the office with their current projects
for advise on either a problem or
presentation of data.

The above statistics identify SRD’s
activities as of August 31. Two more
field trips are planned for this year.
These inspections, together with
additional plan reviews, should attain
the goals for SRD in 2004. DS



THE NOVA SCOTIAN SURVEYOR

FALL 2004

Appendix A
SRD STATISTICAL REPORT
OCTOBER 2004
Sales of SLC Numbers to August 31, 2004
JAN | FEB |MAR| APR |[MAY | JUN | JUL [AUG| sEP | 0CT |NOV | DEC e::t;:g Actual | Lastd
2000 | 285 | 681 | 395 | 400 | 630 | 905 | 680 | 805 | 296 | 437 | 467 | 515 | 4781 | 6496 | 1715
2001 | 245 | 395 | 280 | 565 | 450 | 969 | 850 | 659 | 410 [ 831 [ 425 | 500 | 4422 | esss | 2166
2002 | 511 | 220 | 525 | 465 | 655 | 815 | 930 | 862 | 745 | 525 | 251 | 405 | 4983 | 6642 | 1926
2003 | 360 | 165 | 506 | 392 | 715 | 595 | 810 | 640 | 427 | 615 | 750 | 230 | 4183 | 6205 | 2022
2004 | 135 | 245 | 180 | 630 | 620 | 783 | 735 | 590 3918 | est 5900
Plans Received to August 31, 2004
JAN | FEB [MAR| APR |MAY/| JUN | JUL | AUG | SEP | OCT [ NOV | DEC e:&’fﬂg Total | .70 | o
1998 | 323 | 141 | 203 | 207 | 206 | 233 | 316 | 379 | 255 | 331 | 348 | 266 | 2008 | 3208 | s2.5 | 475
1999 | 282 | 258 | 320 | 258 | 143 | 231 | 208 | 273 | 285 | 201 | 342 | 372 | 2072 | 3362 | 468 | 532
2000 | 357 | 226 | 212 | 252 | 226 | 292 | 367 | 412 | 175 | 402 | 236 | 308 | 2344 | 3465 | 343 | 657
2001 | 396 | 237 | 271 | 181 | 189 | 312 | 572 | 233 | 255 | 288 | 395 | 144 | 2391 [3473 | 315 | e85
2002 | 231 | 403 | 186 | 306 | 250 | 315 | 280 | 191 | 340 | 285 | 314 | 155 | 2162 | 3256 | 207 | 793
2003 | 273 | 274 | 165 | 230 | 200 | 310 | 183 | 275 | 359 | 319 [ 320 | 395 [ 1919 |[3312| 223 | 777
2004 | 268 | 198 | 209 | 246 | 159 | 296 | 264 | 261 1901 | 5% | 184 | 816
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CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT
JOHN W. ROSS, NSLS, CLS

John W. Ross NSLS CLS is a Pictou County native who
went from high school graduation in 1968 to summer
employment with M.H. Wadden Surveys Ltd. and then on
to the Nova Scotia Land Survey Institute. Excepting two
vears of Pre-engineering at Dalhousie University he has
worked in surveys ever since.  Experience leading to a
1973 commission was in private legal, municipal, control
and Crown Land surveys. Fourteen years were spent with
Nova Scotia Dept. of Lands & Forests, seven as Crown
Land Survevor for Cape Breton Co. and six as Special
Projects Surveyor in castern Nova Scotia. Half a vear was

spent in head office as an assistant to the Inspector of

Legal and Technical Surveys. FFrom April 1987 to present
John has been principal of Landmark Survey Limited.

A commission was obtained in 1982 as a Canada Lands
Survevor and membership in CIG has been maintained
since the 1970's.

Within the association John was on the first continuing
education committee and served as Councillor for Zone 3
(1978-80) and Zone 4 (1986-8%). More recently he was a
member of the 2002 Convention Committee and is
presently on the administrative review and strategic
planning committees. In the community he was, for a
time, a volunteer fire fighter and trustee of the local fire
department.

John and wile Bev live in Riverton, Pictou County, where
they raised foursons. Sandy, lives in BC with his wife and
two children where he has obtained BCLS and CLS
commissions. lan and wife live in Ottawa where he has
been with Nortel since several years. Ryan is currently
completing a U. of Ottawa law degree and masters at
Carlton U. concurrently. Mark has just joined the Calgary
Fire Department. B¢

CANDIDATE FOR VICE-PRESIDENT
GARRY S. PARKER, P.Eng., NSLS, CLS

Garry Parker was born in 1947. He graduated from
Acadia University in 1968 with a diploma in Applied
Science, and from the Technical University of Nova
Scotia in 1970 with a Bachelor of Engineering
(Industrial).

Garry articled with Frank Longstaft and Edward
MacDonald and received his commission as a Nova
Scotia Land Surveyor in 1977. He became a CLS in
1996.

He served on the Barristers/Surveyors Liaison
Committee in 1989 and 1990, on the Private Practice
Committee in 1994 and was Councillor for Zone 6
from 1994 - 1996,

Garry is in private practice and is a principal in the firm
of Longstaff-Parker Surveys in Dartmouth. During the
past six years, he has also been conducting legal
surveys and practicing engineering in the Arctic,
specifically the new Nunavut Territory. 5

BE SURETO ATTEND

The Association
of Nova ScoTia Land Sqrvegorg‘

54" Annual General Meeting

and ConvenTion
at
Oak Island Resort and Spa
WesTern Shore, Nova Scotia

OcTober 14 - 16, 2004




Introducing the new
Leica System 1200.

TPS and GPS Working Together

Leica’s innovation brings together two technologies to create a single surveying
system-allowing you to work faster and more efficiently than ever before.

Once you worked with either GPS or a Total Station. Now Leica has brought together these two technologies into a single
surveying system— with common user interface, common database, common applications, and common accessories.
Introducing Leica System 1200 with X-Function. Welcome to a new way of surveying. You can switch instantly between GPS
and TPS and use whichever is most convenient and suitable. No extra training is needed since both

GPS and TPS instruments have identical operations. That means you do every type of job faster,

- ' smarter, and more efficiently—reducing costs and increasing profits.
}{ FUN(I‘TI()tl\tlj Enter the new era of surveying with Leica System 1200 with X-Function. teica
integrate

S ——— For more information contact your local Leica Geosystems rep or go to

LEICA SYSTEM 1200 , Geosystems
www.leica-geosystems.com.

Paul Lyon ¢ Leica Geosystems Ltd. « 902-468-5122
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CANDIDATE FOR COUNCILLOR
ZONE 4
FRANK D. GILLIS, P.Eng., NSLS

Frank has been involved with GPS since 1977. He has
been self-employed in land surveying under the business
name Landex Surveys for the past 16 years. Currently he
uses RTK GPS for approximately 80 percent of his
fieldwork including data collection and layout.

In 1974 Frank graduated from the Mineral Technology
program at what is now UCCB. In 1981 he completed

his Surveying Engineering degree at UNB.

CANDIDATE FOR COUNCILLOR
ZONE 5
RAYMOND MacKINNON, NSLS

Raymond MacKinnon graduated from the Nova Scotia
Land Survey Institute (now COGS) in 1976 and re-
ceived his NSLS commission in 1978.

From 1976 to 1982 he worked as an instrument man and
as an NSLS with the NS Department of Lands and
Forests. In 1983, Raymond was employed as surveyor
with the District of St. Mary’s. Raymond has been self-
employed since 1984.

He lives in Sydney with his wife, Rita. They have two
sons - John D., who is in his first year of cartography at

COGS and Daniel, who is in Grade 12.

10

CANDIDATE FOR COUNCILLOR
ZONE 6
KEVIN BROWN, P. Eng., NSLS, PEILS

Kevin Brown is a partner with Terrain Group, a consult-
ing firm located in Bedford, Nova Scotia and Moncton,
New Brunswick. Through their two offices, Terrain
offers land surveying, civil/municipal engineering, land-
use planning, and management consulting services to a
wide range of private and public sector clients. A main
area of activity is the provision of services for develop-
ment projects and projects for municipalities relating to
infrastructure and remediation works.

Kevin grew up in Caroll's Corner, Nova Scotia. Upon
graduation from high school, he attended the Nova
Scotia Land Survey Institute, graduating from the survey
program. He then attended the University of New
Brunswick, graduating in 1986 with a Bachelor of
Surveying Engineering Degree. He received his profes-
sional engineering license in 1988 and his land survey-
ing license in 1989

In addition to his work with Terrain, Kevin is actively
involved in several professional associations.

Kevin resides in Waverley with his wife and two
children. In his spare time, you can find him at the rink
coaching competitive hockey during the winter, or

boating on Lake William during the warmer weather.

Editor's Note re: Zones 1 and 6

At press time there were no candidates
nominated to fill these two positions.




GPS Surveying on Your Terms

THALES

ProMark2™ is lightweight, low-cost, easy-to-learn and » Efficient - Reduces time and
operate - the perfect tool to improve job profitability. effort required to bring control

to a new job

e Convenient - Combines GPS
navigation and survey capability
in a single package

* \/ery cost effective — About half
the price of a conventional
total station

ProMark2 enables a one-man crew to quickly
and reliably establish control and collect ground
features with centimeter-level accuracy. The
kinematic capabilities offer data collection
speeds 100 times faster than when in static
mode, which is very useful for topographic
survey. And, it doesn't require line of sight
between points and can even handle
baselines of up to twenty kilometers

(twelve miles).

The key benefits of GPS surveying
combined with the convenience of
navigation equals the affordable

ProMark2.
P ProMark2
l ) GEMINI - .
Posirionme For more information about
Sysrems L. ProMark2, contact:
Gemini Positioning Systems Ltd
204-148 Colonnade Rd
Prisre: ?2‘13’?27%;‘::355 d I. .t d
) s wade com pany imite
. . 5426 Portland Place, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 1A1
www.thalesnavigation.com Phone: (902) 4205002 www.wadecompany.ca

© 2004 Thales Navigation. Inc. All nghts reserved. ProMark2 s a trademark of Thales Navigation.
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ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The Administrative Review
Committee (ARC) has been very
active this year. We met on six
occasions to deal with a number of
Association and SRD administrative
issues including:

Annual reviews for staff
Association budgets and fin-
ancials

¢ Association and SRD work
plans and performance

The committee is operating under a
newly mandated structure comprised
of the thrce Past Presidents, the
Vice-President and the President.
We feel that the new structure
provides for better communication
and continuity with the Executive
Director and the SRD Manager.

At the request of the SRD Manager,
the committeec reviewed the Terms
of Reference and Manual of
Administrative Procedures for the
Survey Review Department. We
believe that the mandated
deliverables, such as the annual
Systematic Review and Report are
still an appropriate measure of our
member’s performance.

Committee members for the past
year were; Lester Berrigan, George
Bruce, Forbes Thompson, Jeff Fee
and John Ross. I would like to thank
the committee, Fred Hutchinson and
Gerry Bourbonniere for their efforts
and significant time commitment.

Jeff Fee, P.Eng., NSLS, CLS

CCLS

I have been representing the Associ-
ation of Nova Scotia Land Survey-
ors as your CCLS Director since this
past January. It has been a very busy
and productive year both for me and
for the Canadian Council of Land

12

COMMITTEE REPORTS

2004

Surveyors.

The CCLS has been working on a
number of initiatives over the past
year, some carried over from previ-
ous years and some new initiatives.
Most of these initiative are of great
importance to every member associ-
ation across Canada and indeed will
impact surveyors in the Association
of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors.
Early this year we welcomed
I’Ordre des Arpenteurs-Géometre du
Québec back into the CCLS after an
absence of a number of years. We
have once again become a truly
national body representing the inter-
ests of surveyors across Canada.

Some of the CCLS initiatives have
been in place for a number of years
and they continue to be very active.
The International Trade Committee
represents an ongoing cffort to put
an agreement in place for mutual
recognition of professional creden-
tials as part of the North American
Free Trade Agreement. The Labour
Mobility Initiative saw the CCLS
take an active part in helping the
surveyors associations across Can-
ada meet requirements set out in the
Agreement on Internal Trade. There
is now in place a Memorandum of
Understanding signed by all Cana-
dian Associations except Prince
Edward Island at this time. The
Board of Examiners Coordinating
Committee is also a very active
committee and among other respon-
sibilities oversees the National Ac-
creditation Program. The Profes-
sional Liability Insurance Commit-
tee (PLIC) has been and continues
to be an active committee and I’'m
sure most of the membership will
attend the CCLS Professional Lia-
bility Insurance Committee presen-
tation Friday afternoon at our busi-
ness meeting,.

Some of the new initiatives started
this past year that are sure to be of
interest to our members are the Dis-
tance Lcarning Initiative and the

National Forum on Entry to the
Profession. Distance Learning will
be of particular interest to our mem-
bers as our Mandatory Continuing
Education Program gets underway.
The objectives of the National Fo-
rum on Entry to the Profession are
to identify and address key issues
facing entry level professionals and
to review pre-professional educa-
tional requirements across the coun-
try. The issues surrounding entry to
the profession will become more
important as time goes on and the
number of surveyors across Canada
steadily decline.

I have just touched on some of the
initiatives that the Canadian Council
of Land Surveyors has been work-
ing on over the past year. For a
more detailed description of initia-
tive that the CCLS is working on
you can visit our web site at
www.ccls-ccag.ca at your conve-
nience.

Raymond Pottier, NSLS
CCLS Director

COMPLAINTS

Committee Members:

Glenn Crews (c), Stephen White,
David Lorimer, Ted Webber,
David Whyte

This committee continues to meet
every month. Up to September 1%,
last year’s workload breaks down as
follows:

Since last report:

12 complaints were under investi-
gation

8 complaints are new

7 complaints were dismissed,

0 complaints were forwarded to
Discipline

13 complaints are currently under
investigation.

How many of you have had a com-
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plaint filed against you? What about
two ... or three? We see these com-
plaints and struggle with what is
appropriate. We can’t send a com-
plaint to Discipline for not returning
a phone call to an adjoiner, but
when we're on the third or fourth
complaint that could have being
prevented by a courteous reply, then
perhaps a formal and costly Disci-
pline action is necessary. Your pro-
fessional conduct reflects on all of
us and the bar for what’s acceptable
is rising.

Although I can’t outline the com-
plexities of “Complaints” in one
paragraph, I can tell you that the
thoughtful comments of the commit-
tee members is very reassuring to
me.

Glenn M. Crews, NSLS
Chairman

CONTINUING EDUCATION

As a consequence of the fundamen-
tal changes of our Association’s
approach to continuing education,
the Continuing Education Commit-
tee met four times over the past year
- three under the chairmanship of
Bob Becker and one with myself as
the new committee chair. These
meetings dealt with a number of
very detailed issues that now must
be considered , issues such as: maxi-
mum points allowable under differ-
ent categories; the validity of vari-
ous “‘community involvement” ac-
tivities; potential topics for future
seminars; duties of members of this
committee; details re organizing
specific seminars; the location and
timing for seminars; and a host of
other items.

This coming year the committee will
be tracking and recording points for
each land surveyor.

At the June 18 and 19, 2004 semi-
nars a questionnaire was available,
and was completed and returned by
most in attendance. One portion of

this form asked for suggestions for
future seminar topics. There was no
single topic selected by a majority
of respondents, but considerable
interest was expressed in the follow-
ing areas, at least some of which
will form the basis of upcoming
seminars.

* Registry 2000

* more GPS

* case studies
business related
practical aspects of field work
CAD and survey software

I express appreciation for the past
work done by chairman Bob Becker,
and to the other members of this
committee: Gerry Bourbonniere,
Mike Crant, Andrew Giles, Cyril
LeBlanc and Garnet Wentzell.

Grant McBurney, NSLS
Chairman

DISCIPLINE

This past year to date has not re-
quired the Discipline Committee to
convene a hearing. A member of
our committee, Bill Thompson,
retired and Joe Alcorn was approved
to fill the vacant position on our
committee.

Congratulations on your retirement
Bill and thank you for your service
on the Discipline Committee. The
present members of the committee
are: Harold Lively (c), Walter Ray-
worth (vc), Allen Hunter (sec), John
Pope, David Wedlock, Peter Loh-
nes and Joe Alcomn.

Harold Lively, NSLS
Chairman

LAND TITLES

The first meeting of this committee
was held at the association office on
May 5, 2004. The committee’s main
activities include assessing the im-
pact of Registry 2000 on the public

and the surveying profession. At the
meeting, members discussed various
problems encountered in preparing
PDCA’s and potential issues with
descriptions being prepared for Reg-
istry 2000.

On May 25, 2004 Fred Hutchinson
and I met with the Project Director
(Registry 2000) and the Registrar
General of Land Registration. At
that meeting they indicated they
would be interested in looking at
examples of actual problems that
have resulted from the process of
migrating parcels to the Registry
2000 system.

The committee is currently in the
process of collecting these examples
for the purpose of demonstrating the
impact of current practice (within
Registry 2000) on future property
transactions.

The members of the Land Titles
Committee are: Ernest Blackburn,
Don Parker, Valerie George, Derik
DeWolfe, Kevin Lombard, Glenn
Myra and Bruce Mahar.

Bruce Mahar, NSLS
Chairman

LIFE & HONOURARY
MEMBERS

Robert Feetham is the chair and sole
active member of this committee.
He normally examines the register
of land surveyors to see if there are
any potential candidates to be con-
sidered. He then consults with sev-
eral other senior members for input
to assist in making an appropriate
selection. The name of any candi-
date selected is then put to council
for a vote.

Last year two names were put for-
ward as life members. Both were
approved by council and the two
members inducted at the last general
meeting. Bob has indicated that, as
far as he can determine, there are no
members this year to be considered
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for life membership. There are also
no candidates for honourary mem-
bership.

Greg Smith, NSLS
Council Reporter

NSCRS TASK GROUP

In 2003 our committee had exten-
sive consultation with Service Nova
Scotia and Municipal Relations
(SNSMR) regarding implementation
of NSCRS, the new provincial refer-
encing system. SNSMR representa-
tives have assured us that the most
of the recommendations put forth by
our Association will be incorporated
into the final NSCRS Policy Docu-
ment.

SNSMR staff has not yet produced
the Policy Document. When it is
available, we will have an opportu-
nity to review the transition plan and
provide additional feedback. The
projected date for official adoption
of NSCRS is Spring 2006.

Committee members are Jim Mc-
Intosh, Rod Humphreys, Ray Pot-
tier, Dan Gerard, Greg Smith and
Jeff Fee.

Jeff Fee P.Eng., NSLS, CLS
Chairman

PUBLIC RELATIONS

This year the PR committee had one
meeting as well as some email cor-
respondence. Work on our new
brochure took a back seat while web
site review and maintenance was
center stage. The Association con-
tinues to support the Centre of Geo-
graphic Sciences with the presenta-
tion of three prizes totalling $1600
at the annual convocation.

The office, with the support of some
Councillors and other members, has
made presentations to various
groups including real estate agents,
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lawyers, provincial and municipal
governments and schools.

Land surveyors providing a profes-
sional service and participating in
community affairs is the best public
relations program that the surveying
industry could ask for. Public re-
spect flows naturally from self-re-
spect.

Thanks to committee members Alan
Gallant and Grant MacDonald, who
is also our webmaster.

Fred Hutchinson, Chairman

REGULATIONS

The mandate of the Regulations
Committee of the ANSLS is to over-
see ongoing issues with Regulations
to ensure that they are relevant to
the profession in the practice of
Professional Land Surveying. The
general mandate of the committee
for 2004 is to review what regula-
tions need to be revised, deleted,
moved to by-laws or whether new
sections need to be added.

The members of the committee are:
Tom Giovannetti (Chair), David
Roberts, Emerson Keen, Frank
Longstaff, Norval Higgins, Robert
Daniels, Walter Jackson.

The committee members were ap-
pointed this spring and due to the
summer busy season, only one
meeting was held. The committee
discussed and identified some areas
of interest as the result of an inquiry
to members as follows:

1. Deferred Monumentation

This subject has been surfacing for
the past 20 years and some provi-
sion should be considered to facili-
tate planning approval processes, as
many of the survey markers set are
destroyed prior to approval.

2. PDCA Sketches

The Committee compiled some
specifics with regard to this topic
that could be accomplished under
the existing regulations. The Com-
mittee is concerned that sub-stan-
dard sketches could prevail in place
of the usual certified plan.

3. SLC as an Addendum to a
Survey Plan

Committee discussion is required on
this topic in order to make recom-
mendations or provide a report.
Advice from SRD will be sought on
the matter.

4. Copyright Of Plans

Committee discussion is required on
this topic in order to make recom-
mendations or provide a report.

5. Complaints And Discipline

The Committee recommends that
changes to the complaints and disci-
pline process are needed. These
changes will affect the Act, Regula-
tions and By-laws. It was suggested
that the Complaints, Discipline, By-
laws and Statutes Committees be
consulted on this matter.

6. In House review Of Amend-
ments To Regulations

Committee discussion is required on
this topic in order to make recom-
mendations or provide a report.

7. OHWM (Tidal Waters)

The Committee has identified the
need for a specific definition defin-
ing the tidal and non-tidal water
OHWM definitions.

Committee discussion is required on
this topic in order to make recom-
mendations or provide a report.

At the time of writing, no changes to
the regulations will be brought to
the AGM. It was recommended that
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discussion at the committee level
and at zone meetings would be ben-
eficial prior to seeking membership
approval at the AGM.

The Regulations Committee intends
to continue discussion on the above-
noted topics and any other topics of
interest that are forwarded to the
Committee.

As the Chair of the Regulations
Committee, | would like to thank the
committee members for their partic-
ipation and encourage full atten-
dance at each scheduled meeting. 1
also want to pass along a special
thanks to staft for help in facilitating
the meetings.

Thomas F. Giovannetti
Chairman

STATUTES

The Statutes Committee reviews

WE'VE
GOT THE |
SOLUTION g

MAGNETIC MARKERS PROTECTIVE COVERS

existing and proposed legislation
which has an impact on the survey-
ing profession.

I met with Past Chairman Michael
Allison in April and took possession
of an active file concerning Retired
Member Category. The By-Laws
committee under Chairman Allan
Owen has requested that the statutes
committee review the Act and iden-
tify the sections of the Act which
will need to be changed. This is
ongoing.

Members of the committee are:
Michael Allison, Russell
MacKinnon, Stewart
Lawrence Miller (¢).

MacPhee,

Lawrence Miller, NSLS
Chairman

STRATEGIC PLANNING

The 2004 Committee comprises

~ for soil

~ aluminium

Keith AuCoin (Chair), Jeff Fee,
John Ross, David Clarke, Stewart
Setchell and for a part of the year,
David Attwood. The committee
was late getting formed and had its
first meeting in June.

Terms of reference were drafted,
research was carried out on existing
and proposed strategic planning
models in several other Canadian
surveying jurisdictions and a draft
strategic planning outline was for-
mulated.

In July, the committee met with a
consultant to discuss strategic plan-
ning and received positive feed back
on its proposed plan of action. Ac-
cordingly, initial presentations will
be made at various Fall zone meet-
ings and time will be set aside at the
2004 AGM for further membership
input.

The committee plans to present a
report to Council for approval in the
Spring 2005. 52
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MEASURE TWICE, CUT ONCE
Fred Hutchinson, BA, NSLS, CLS

How often have you heard this saying? How often have
you not done it? If experience is the best teacher, then
chances are that anyone who has ever stretched a tape
measure knows what I am talking about. What [ would
like to address is how relevant this often quoted cliché
“measure twice, cut once” applies to construction
surveying.

Survey principles, dealing with boundaries and
construction projects, have not changed for thousands of
years. The tools, however, have changed and “boy” have
they changed. It was not long ago that a house was
positioned by pacing from the old rock wall to square the
structure with the boundary or roadway. If it looked
good, then out came the toolbox. Electronic
measurements, computer interfacing, global positioning
and digital transfer are but a few of the new tools. Today
we are faced with large homes being built on small urban
properties having minimum side-yards and street set-
backs. The new home, in some developments, is even
built with the foundation wall right on the boundary line
with an easement over the neighbor’s property for roof
overhang and maintenance access.

The accurate placement of structures, no matter what the
type, is critical. No one wants to “tear up” any part of a
construction project because it was laid out incorrectly or
that wrong measurements were provided. The surveyor
must ensure that the drawings being used are
mathematically correct. A square is only a square when
all sides are equal. The same applies to the square when
it is physically marked on the ground with the words “dig
here”.

Time must also be provided for a review of all drawings

and the evidence or control that will be used during the
survey. There is the expectation, in some situations, that
the surveyor should be pounding wooden stakes into the
ground or providing an alignment within minutes of
arriving on the project site. This may be the case with an
ongoing familiar project but not so if the job 1s new. The
projects that generally need the greatest attention to detail
and accuracy are the ones that are already behind schedule
or over budget. The surveyor, who is stooped over a
tripod with one eye closed and field book in hand, does
not need the assistance of the excavator operator
scratching at his heels or the construction foreman stating
that the surveyor is holding up work. Yes, time is money
but mistakes also carry a price tag.

Care is the key word for any surveying activity. A single
measurement, without being verified by a second or third
observation can be a costly procedural error. Surveying
is involved in every construction project, road layout,
property line location and real estate transaction. The
results of survey activities last for hundreds of years and
are relied upon by the client and general public to be
correct and error free.

The next time you stroll along the sidewalk, mow your
lawn or fly across the county, look down at the trail that
the surveyor has left. “Measure twice, cut once” is a good
motto for any industry.

Fred Hutchinson is the Executive Director for the
Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors. He has been
a professional land surveyor for 33 years with experience

in both the private and public service sector.
>¢]

COGS AWARD WINNERS

This year's recipients of the prizes awarded annually by ANSLS to deserving students at COGS are as follows:

G.T. BATES SCHOLARSHIP J.E.R. MARCH PRIZE J.A.H. CHURCH PRIZE
was awarded to was awarded to was awarded to
MELISSA WOOD TROY STEVENSON JASON MacINTOSH

For attaining highest standing
in the
Survey Technician Program

For best kept field book
in the
Survey Technician Program

For showing the most progress
in the
Survey Technician Program

CONGRATULATIONS!
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THE USE OF EXTRINSIC EVIDENCE AS AN AID
TO THE INTERPRETATION OF DEEDS AND THEIR DESCRIPTIONS
By Donald R. Richards and Knud E. Hermansen

Introduction

A deed is an expression of the parties as to what real
estate and rights were intended to be conveyed. It should
contain an accurate description of the land and
appurtenances. However, persons whose services require
them to scrutinize and interpret deed descriptions know
that deeds and descriptions have often been drafted by
unskilled and inexperienced hands. Furthermore, in spite
of the care, vigilance, and caution on the part of the
skilled scrivener, errors often did and continue to creep
into deeds.] For a deed that contains errors or
ambiguities, it is well settled that it shall not be
considered void if the intention of the parties to the grant
can be satisfactorily determined. The object of the law
is to uphold, rather than defeat such conveyances.s
Accordingly, there are occasions when it is appropriate to
determine what was intended by utilizing information
outside the deed or extrinsic evidence.s

Defined

Extrinsic evidence is defined as evidence outside the
writings — in this case the deed. Extrinsic evidence is
held to be synonymous with evidence aliunde and
includes parol statements, acts by the parties, unrecorded
documents, historical documents, private plans, etc.
Extrinsic evidence does not include maps or other
documents referred to in the deed. These documents are
considered part of the deed and are merged with the deed
as if copied into the deed.s It does not matter if the
document referred to in the deed is recorded or not.s

When Extrinsic Evidence May Be Used

Generally, extrinsic evidence is used to clarify the intent
of the parties and reasonably explain the import of the
deed or the location and extent of the premises being
conveyed. It is sometimes used in situations where the
deed would otherwise be void but for the extrinsic
evidence. When a deed does not sufficiently describe a
tract of land to locate the boundaries, extrinsic evidence
is properly admitted to furnish the information needed to
clarify the location but only as much as is absolutely
necessary to validate the description or supply its

deficiency.s  Extrinsic evidence is allowed in the
following situations.

Ambiguities - Extrinsic evidence can be used to resolve
ambiguities.s An ambiguity in a deed often arises when
circumstances which are evident to the parties at the time
of a conveyance may not be evident, aftcr many years, to
a subsequent owner or one who tries to interpret the deed.
An ambiguity may arise when, for example, a deed calls
for a monument at a corner and it is discovered that there
are two monuments that fit the description, or where a
deed calls for a distance easterly to a stream or highway
and it is found that there are two potential locations that
may meet the call.s In another example, a deed which
conveys, "my west pasture as now fenced containing 5
acres", may, 40 years after the conveyance, require
reference to the recollections of older individuals who
were familiar with the property or information from aerial
photos to ascertain what was actually conveyed by the
description.

Verification of a Monument or the Location — Often
surveyors use extrinsic evidence to identify monuments
referred to in the deed. Monuments are often described
poorly or partially. In some deeds monuments may need
to be verified using extrinsic evidence.io It also happens
that the monument called for in a deed is not permanent,
such as a tree or wood stake, or may have been removed
by snow plowing or earth moving. The location of those
monuments, even after their disappearance, is subject to
proof by extrinsic evidence.in An example which may
require extrinsic evidence is a description that calls for a
line running "northerly, passing 15 feet westerly of the
Jackson sawmill” when the sawmill burned down years
ago. The Jackson sawmill’s proper location may be
established by extrinsic evidence.

Errors, Omissions, and Conflict — When there is clearly
an error, omission, or conflict between two or more parts
of a deed, extrinsic evidence can often be helpful in
resolving the error, omission, or conflict.iz This may be
particularly applicable when a scrivener's error is revealed
such as in the transposition of numbers in bearings or
distances, the reversal of a course, missing courses, and
SO on.
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Circumstances — Circumstances surrounding the
conveyance have also been the topic of extrinsic
evidence.13 Examples include the use of tidal shores and
marsh, determining a fence type, the location of utility
poles, use of slope distances or magnetic bearings, and so
on. An example is a deed which conveys "all that land
which was the homestead farm of Caleb Daniels at the
time of his death." Determining the homestead by
looking at the circumstances existing at the time of
Daniels’ death may require extensive research into deeds,
maps, tax records, ancient lines of occupation and other
evidence outside the deed to determine what was intended
to be conveyed by the terms.

Definitions and Terms — Often extrinsic evidence such
as information from history books, technical manuals,
journals, and so on must be used to clarify terms used in
the deed. It is common for deeds to use terms that were
familiar to the parties to the conveyance but which today
may be very obscure.is For example a deed which
contains the wording, "beginning at a balm of gilead on
the easterly side of Black Brook 25 rods north of Stones
crossing ..." may need to be clarified by knowledgeable
witnesses or reliable documentation that a balm of gilead
is a balsam poplar tree and that "Stones Crossing" was the
point just above Morgan Stone’s grist mill where the old
county road crossed the brook. The court will utilize
credible information outside the deed to define terms and
give effect to the deed description.

Validate or Prove Lost Deeds — Less frequent but
required from time to time is to use extrinsic evidence to
validate or prove lost deeds. If sufficient evidence can be
produced by unsigned copies, testimony of credible
witnesses who read the deed, or other means of verifying
the fact of the conveyance, the conveyance may be
supported and proven.is

What May Be Used As Extrinsic Evidence

There are several sources of extrinsic evidence that have
been recognized by the courts. These sources can be used
to good advantage when the need arises.is

Parol — Parol evidence or verbal testimony is perhaps the
most common source of extrinsic evidence. Surveyors,
attorneys, and the courts, while recognizing the
himitations of the recollections and statements of
witnesses, make frequent use of this source when
boundary locations are being retraced. It is common
practice for the surveyor to talk to a landowner and the
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neighbors to hear their explanation of the boundary
location and compare the testimony with the written
descriptions in the deeds and the measurements made on
the ground.

Historical Survey Plans — Surveys, both old and recent,
are also a source of evidence which may shed light on
circumstances surrounding the conveyance and the
relative location of monuments and physical features on
the ground. Surveyors may locate stone wall remnants,
old wire fence remnants, physical features like brooks,
old roadways, wells, foundation remains, timber cut lines,
logging roads, buildings, utilities and easements. Without
that information, which may verify or explain
ambiguities, discrepancies, or errors in the deed, it is
often difficult or impossible to properly fit the
description to the ground.

Aerial Photographs — In addition to surveys and plans,
aerial photos of a property may give clear evidence to the
trained eye of the relative position of many physical
features on the ground including buildings, roads, utility
lines, streams, fences, and many other physical features.

Unrecorded Papers — Unrecorded papers and previous
agreements between the parties may also, in some
situations, be utilized to clarify an ambiguity or identify
an obvious error in a deed.i7 The evidence may take the
form of purchase and sale agreements, sketches,
annotated drawings, or memoranda of the transaction.
Because of the Doctrine of Merger, this source of
information cannot enlarge or diminish the grant or
contradict the clear writings of the deed — it may only
supply necessary information that was omitted from the
deed.

Contemporaneous and Subsequent Acts — Another form
of extrinsic evidence which the courts have relied on is
information pertaining to the contemporaneous and
subsequent acts of the parties to a deed.is If the
description in a deed is ambiguous the acts of the parties
in recognizing a certain line by setting boundary markers,
and blazing lines or making improvements such as
erecting fences, building roads, placing utility poles, or
landscaping may give the only evidence of the intent of
the parties to the deed.io

Declarations With Knowledge — Persons with some
peculiar means of knowledge such as near-by-residents,

Continued on page 24
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1.877.256.9233 (wade) 1.877.722.9233 (wade) 1.800.838.4888 1.877.862.9233 (wade)
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surveyors, farm hands, etc. have all been used to clear up
ambiguity. After the tract of land has been conveyed, the
declarations of a former owner regarding his or her
understanding of the boundaries and their use of the
property may be admissible to clarify an ambiguous
deed.20

Limitations

Extrinsic evidence is not used perfunctorily. The court
has gone to great lengths to state and make clear that
extrinsic evidence cannot be used to control, vary, or
contradict the clear language in a deed. In other words,
extrinsic evidence cannot enlarge or diminish that which
is clearly described.2i For example, a plan or deed not
referenced or cited in a conveyance is evidence aliunde
and therefore cannot control, vary or contradict the clear
written description contained in a deed.22 The reasoning
behind the principle is obvious. Why would people go to
the trouble to clearly articulate their contract and
solemnly execute a deed if those writings could be
annulled by verbal contradictions or extraneous
memoranda? The court has recognized that titles would
be completely unsettled.2s

Exception Not A Commonplace — The use of extrinsic
evidence is to be an exception or a last resort when the
language of the deed is found deficient after harmonizing
all the calls in the deed under the standard rules of
construction.2s In the interpretation of deeds, the
intention of the parties must govern, and that intention is
to be determined if possible from the words expressed in
the deed.2s Where the words are clear, extrinsic evidence
is not allowed.2s Accordingly, extrinsic evidence was
inadmissible to show that in drafting a deed the scrivener
erroneously inserted the words, "the north half" preceding
the number of the lot to be conveyed or that instead of a
certain parcel described in a deed, another tract was
intended to be conveyed.27

No Substitution — In other cases, extrinsic evidence
cannot be substituted where common sense, plain
meaning, rules of construction, and logic adequately
provide recourse. For example, when a deed calls for the
ending point of a line to be opposite a certain and definite
point on the other side of a street, the line must end at a
point at right angles to the point called for.2s

Cannot Vary Rules of Law or Legislature — Extrinsic
evidence has not been allowed to vary rules established to
protect purchasers and the sanctity of the deed.2s For

24

example, the Court did not permit a deed to be used as a
security for a debt or as a mortgage or allow that the
delivery of a deed was to be void on the fulfillment of a
certain condition when these conditions are not cited in
the deed.so Neither can a parol reservation of fixtures,
crops, manure or the like be considered valid.s1 Even if
the act of conveying a deed does not make sense or
appears to have been unwise or absurd in what it
accomplishes, if the language is clear, it is not to be
altered by extrinsic or parol evidence.s:

Conclusion

As can be seen from this discussion, extrinsic evidence,
while not always the favored tool for the interpretation of
deeds, is often a necessary one. Persons who must
interpret, retrace, or delineate the descriptions in deeds
must be familiar with the rules pertaining to these matters
so that their construction will coincide with that of the
court.
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003

AUDITORS' REPORT

TO THE PRESIDENT, COUNCIL AND
MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS

We have audited the balance sheet of The Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors as at December 31, 2003
and the statements of operations and accumulated operating surplus and cash flow for the year then ended. These financial
statements are the responsibility of The Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors' management. Our responsibility is to
express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards
require that we plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of material
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.

In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly in all material respects, the financial position of the
Association as at December 31, 2003 and the results of its operations and the cash flow for the year then ended in accordance
with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles.

L Coeenndic Mok

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

June 8, 2004

RECTOR
COLAVECCHIA
ROCHE

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2003

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash

Accounts Receivable -
Administration
Survey review department

LAND AND BUILDING (note 3)

LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities -
Administration
Survey review department
Deferred revenue
Share pledge buy-back value (note 4)
Current portion of long-term debt

LONG-TERM DEBT (note 5)

MEMBERS' EQUITY

ACCUMULATED OPERATING SURPLUS

SIGNED ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBERS

Z.C. Futckinson, BA, HSLS. CLS

Executive Director

2003
$

59,519

5,521
12,195

77,235

142,935

5,939
37
6,870
51,399
6,800

71,045

¥ RECTOR
E COLAVECCHIA
ROCHE
CHAKTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND ACCUMULATED OPERATING SURPLUS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003

Budget
(Unaudited)
2003 2003 2002
$ $ $
REVENUE
General opcrations (schedule A) 185,495 183,269 188,724
Other operations (schedule A) 21,060 28,454 20,271
206,555 211,723 208.995
EXPENSES
Administration (schedule B) 164,530 163,900 156,287
Committees (schedule B) 6,950 955 3,937
Grants, levies and awards (schedule C) 15,600 15,510 16,383
Board of Examiners (schedule C) 850 240 676
Oftice accommodations (schedule C) 17.100 18,093 16,723
Miscellancous (schedule C) 1,000 3,185 567
206,030 201,883 194,573
OPERATING SURPLUS BEFORE
THE FOLLOWING 525 9,840 14,422
SURVEY REVIEW DEPARTMENT (schedule D) (3,241) (4,020) 2,498
OPERATING SURPLUS (DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR (2.716) 5,820 16,920
ACCUMULATED OPERATING SURPLUS -
BEGINNING OF YEAR 143.417 126,497
149,237 143,417
INCREASE IN VALUE OF SHARE PLEDGES (note 4) (18,399 --
ACCUMULATED OPERATING SURPLUS -
END OF YEAR 130,838 143,417

¥] - RECTOR
COLAVECCHIA
ROCHE

CHARTERED ACOOUNTANTS
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOW

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003

2003 2002
$ $
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Operating surplus for the year 5,820 16,920
Adjustments to operating surplus not involving cash -
Amortization 3,722 3.878
9,542 20,798
Changes in non-cash working capital -
Increase in accounts receivable (5.747) (84)
Increase (Decrease) in accounts payable 1,383 (110)
Increasc (Decreasc) in deferred revenue (13.784) 8.246
(8,606) 28.850
CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES
Repayment of mortgage (6,590) (6,003)
(6,003) (5.155)
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH (15,196) 22,847
CASH - BEGINNING OF YEAR 74,715 51,868
CASH - END OF YEAR 59.519 74,715
] RECTOR
COLAVECCHIA

ROCHE

CHARTERED MCOOUNTANTS
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003

1. PURPOSE OF THE ORGANIZATION

The Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors was incorporated as a professional organization under the Land Surveyors

Act of Nova Scotia to establish and maintain standards of the profession.

2. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Financial Instruments

The fair value of cash, accounts, receivable, and accounts payable is approximately equal to their carrying values due to
their short-term maturity date.

Capital Expenditures

Commencing on October 1, 1993, expenditures for furniture and equipment are expensed as incurred. In common with
many non-profit organizations, furniture and equipment are recorded as current expenditures in the year in which they

are incurred rather than capitalized and amortized over their useful lives.

Land and Building

The building is amortized using the declining balance method at an annual rate of 4%. In the year of acquisition,

amortization is calculated at one-half of the annual rate.

3. CAPITAL ASSETS

Land
Building

RECTOR

COLAVECCHIA
E ROCHE

CHARTERED ACOOUNTANTS

30

2003 2002
Accumulated
Cost amortization Net Net
$ $ $ $
53,597 - 53,597 53,597
111,565 22,227 89.338 93.060
165,162 22,227 142,935 146,657
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003

4. SHARE BUY-BACK

132 share pledges were originally issued to assist with the financing of the building. The share pledges do not bear interest and
have a par value of $250. The shares will be repurchased after December 31, 2003 at an amount calculated by dividing the December
31, 2003 appraised value of the building ($257,000) by 660, giving a buy-back value of $389.39 per share.

3
Original value of share pledges 33,000
Increase in value 18,399
Buy-back value of share pledges 51,399
5. LONG-TERM DEBT
2003 2002
h) h)
Share pledges - 33,000
Mortgage, at the bank’s prime rate, due August 2006,
repayable in blended bi-weekly instalments of $315,
secured by the land and building 25,087 31,678
25,087 64,678
Less: Current portion 6.800 6,400
18,287 58,278

The aggregate amount of principal payments required over the next four years to meet retirement provisions is as follows:

$
Year ending December 31, 2004 6,800
2005 7,200
2006 7,700
2007 3,578

IFFE RECTOR
COLAVECCHIA

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS

SCHEDULE OF REVENUE
SCHEDULE A
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003
Budget
(Unaudited)
2003 2003 2002
GENERAL OPERATIONS $ $ S
Membership dues -
Regular 160,000 156,315 162,000
Retired 4,320 4,177 4,200
Non-practicing 200 - 200
Student 1.600 1,824 1,760
Total membership dues 166, 120 162,316 168,160
Nova Scotia Surveyor 1,600 1,622 1,505
Convention receipts 12,000 13,486 14,449
Certificates of authorization 1,225 1,275 1,225
Discipline committee 2,000 3,355 -
Interest income 1,000 552 958
Miscellaneous 50 663 152
Continuing education 1,500 — 2,275
185,495 183,269 188,724
OTHER OPERATIONS
Service charges 1,200 1,251 1,380
SRD Administration fee 18,360 19,458 16,697
GANS Administration fee 1,500 3,169 2,194
Rental income - 4,576 -
21,060 28,454 20,271
RECTOR
COLAVECCHIA
OCHE
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

32



THE NOVA SCOTIAN SURVEYOR FALL 2004

THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS

SCHEDULE OF EXPENSES
SCHEDULE B
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003
Budget
(Unaudited)
2003 2003 2002
$ $ $
ADMINISTRATION
Salary - Executive director 51,500 51,500 50,715
- Office administrator 26,750 26,750 26,250
Benefits - Medical and dental 4,100 2,215 3,006
CPP, EI and workers' compensation 6,000 5,348 5,200
General meeting - convention 22,530 20,986 24,009
Council meetings 2,400 2,100 1,767
Zone meetings 1,000 343 854
Executive expenses 1,000 289 882
Executive director expenses 1,500 1,179 1,200
Staff training and education 800 69 305
Postage 5,000 4239 3,518
Printing 1,000 422 366
Office supplies 3,000 3,285 2,869
Telephone, fax and internet 3,000 1,877 1,933
Equipment rental and maintenance 2,500 2,784 1,185
Equipment purchases 200 7,446 1,426
President's travel 12,000 15,882 8,249
Audit service 1,500 1,535 1,435
Legal services ) 5,000 7,189 10,240
Professional dues and fees 1,000 820 1,070
Seminars 1,500 500 709
Advertising 250 - -
Nova Scotian Surveyor 5,000 3,420 5,221
Amortization 6,000 3.722 3.878
164.530 163.900 156,287
COMMITTEES
Discipline 3,000 - 2,076
Complaints 500 125 -
Public relations 500 467 1,099
Statutes and by-laws 1,500 107 397
Administrative review 250 222 40
Continuing education 500 34 125
Regulations 500 - -
Other 200 - -
6,950 955 3,937
¥ RECTOR
COLAVECCHIA
ROCHE
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS

GRANTS, LEVIES AND AWARDS

C.0.G.S. awards
C.C.L.S. levy
APBELS levy

BOARD OF EXAMINERS

N.S. Board of Examiners
Examinations
Atlantic Board

OFFICE ACCOMMODATIONS

Mortgage interest
Taxes

Insurance and bonding
Cleaning

Utilities

Building appraisal

MISCELLANEOUS

Interest and bank charges
Courier

GANS administration expense
Refreshments

Other

B RECTOR

CHAKTERFD ACCOE NTANTS
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SCHEDULE OF EXPENSES

Budget

(Unaudited)

2003

400
100
300
100

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003

1,610
10,364
2,569
125
2,468
957

SCHEDULE C
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THE ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS

STATEMENT OF SURVEY REVIEW DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2003

REVENUE

Stickers

EXPENSES

Administration fee

Manager's salary

Accounts Contract

Clerical support

Benetits - medical and dental

CPP, El and workers' compensation
Manager's expenses

Professional dues and fees

Office, postage, printing and courier
Equipment purchases

Equipment maintenance and rental
Accounting audit service

Staff training and education

Interest and bank charges
Miscellaneous

Bad debts

SRD portion of Administrative Review committee

OPERATING SURPLUS (DEFICIT)

Budget
(Unaudited)
2003
$

83,029

18,360
44,500
11,410
800
2,200
3,350
2,000
800
350
500
200
700
600

19,458
44,500
10,356
416
796
3.229
1,000
800
582
690
168
750
225
42

340
222

SCHEDULE D

¥PFF RECTOR
COLAVECCHIA
ROCHE
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA LAND SURVEYORS

2005 BUDGET

Approved by Council on September 15, 2004 for presentation to the membership at the 2004 AGM

ADMINISTRATION

2005 Budget 2004 Budget 2004 y-end

(proposed) Projection
REVENUE
Membership Dues
Regular Members (180 @ $800) $144,000 $154,400 $149,663
Retired Members (35@ $120) $4,200 $4,200 $4,217
Non Practising Members (0 @ $200) $0 30 $0
Associate Members (0 @ $200) $0 $0 $0
Student Members (25@ $80) $2,000 $2,000 $1,876
Total Membership Dues $150, 200 $160,600 $155,756
Nova Scotian Surveyor (see note 1) $1,700 $1,700 $1,530
Convention Receipts $14,000 $14,000 $14,000
Certificates of Authorization (49 @ $100) $4,900 $5,100 $4,900
Continuing Education/Seminars $20,000 $2,500 $18,000
Discipline Committee (see note 2) $1,000 $2,000 $0
Interest Income (see note 3) $600 $1,000 $665
Other Revenue $50 $50 $65
Rental Income (see note 20) $7,000 $6,980 $6,980
Sub Total $49,250 $33,330 $46,140
Other Operations
Dues Service Charge $1,100 $1,200 $1,168
SRD Administration Fee (see note 4) $18,601 $18,467 $18,364
GANS Administration (see note 5) $1,500 $1,500 $1,500
Sub Total $21,201 $21,167 $21,032
Total Revenue $220.651 $215.097 $222.928
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ADMINISTRATION

2005 Budget

(proposed)
EXPENSES
Salary - Executive Director $53,500
- Office Administrator $27,800
Benefits - Medical and Dental $3,500
-CPP $3,100
- El $2,000
- Life Insurance $2,000
- Workers Compensation $750
Sub Total $92.650
Accounting $1,900
Advertising $250
Annual Meeting & Convention $25,000
Council Meetings $2,400
Depreciation (see note 6) $3,200
Equipment Rental/Maintenance (see note 7) $1,589
Executive Director Expenses (see note 8) $1,500
Executive Expenses (see note 9) $400
Legal Services $10,000
NS Surveyor (see note 1) $5,000
Office Expense (see note 19) $3,000
Office and Computer Equipment (see note 21) $500
Postage $4,000
President's Travel (see note 10) $12,500
Printing (see note 11) $500
Professional Dues and Fees (see note 12) $1,080
Seminars $10,000
Staff Training $500
Telephone & Fax $2,000
Zone Meetings $1,000
Sub Total $86,319

2004 Budget

$52,530
$27,285
$2,800
$3,025
$2,795
$2,050
$726

$91,211

$1,500
$250
$25,000
$1,600
$4,000
$2,500
$1,500
$400
$5,000
$5,000
$3,000
$500
$4,000
$12,000
$500
$1,070
$1,500
$500
$2,000
$800

$72,620

2004 y-end
Projection

$52,530
$27,285
$2,760
$3,009
$1,840
$(165)
$726

$87,985

$2,080
$0
$25,000
$2,750
$3,500
$1,700
$1,500
$141
$100
$3,600
$2,600
$2,365
$4,000
$8,617
$504
$1,070
$9,920
$0
$1,950
$1,000

$72,397
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ADMINISTRATION (continued)

Committees

Administrative Review Committee (see note 13)

By-Laws Committee

Complaints Committee
Continuing Education Committee
Discipline Committee

Land Titles Committee

Other Committees

Public Relations Committee
Regulations Committee

Statutes Committee

Strategic Planning Committee

Sub Total

Grants, Levies and Awards

APBELS levy (180 x $5)
CCLS levy (180 x $65)
COGS Awards

Sub Total

Boards of Examiners
Atlantic Board
Examinations

Nova Scotia Board

Sub Total

38

(see note 2)

(see note 14)
(see note 15)
(see note 16)

(see note 17)

2005 Budget
(proposed)

$400
$300
$400
$700
$1,000
$500
$200
$300
$500
$250
$2,500

$7,050

$900
$11,700
$1,600

$14,200

$300
$100
$450

$850

2004 Budget

$250
$500
$500
$500
$2,000
$0
$200
$500
$500
$250
$0

$5,200

$965
$12,545
$1,600

$15,110

$300
$100
$450

$850

2004 y-end
Projection

$500
$0
$0
$500
$341
$0
$225
$150
$0
$0
$0

$1,716

$935
$12,063
$1,600

$14,598

$0
$0
$488

$488
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ADMINISTRATION (continued)

Accommodation

Building Maintenance
Cleaning

Insurance

Mortgage Interest
Taxes

Utilities

Sub Total

Miscellaneous

Courier

Interest and Bank Charges
Refreshments

Other Miscellaneous Expenses
Penalties & Interest

Sub Total

Total

Surplus/(deficit)

(see note 23)

(see note 18)
(see note 22)

2005 Budget
(proposed)

$300
$360
$2,000
$700
$11,300
$3,200

$17,860

$100
$200
$300
$700
$0

$1,300

$220,229

$422

2004 Budget

$0
$200
$2,000
$1,500
$11,000
$2,900

$17,600

$100
$200
$300
$700
$0

$1,300

$203,891

$11, 206

2004 y-end
Projection

$1,075
$180
$2,089
$825
$11,312
$3,200

$18,681

$80
$95
$250
$733
$0

$1,158

$197.023

$25,905
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Administration Notes:

1. ltis anticipated that there will be three issues of The Nova Scotian Surveyor in the
2005 Budget period.

2. Inany discipline action, only the expenses of the committee can be claimed against
the member. Expenses incurred by the association for legal counsel to prosecute the
member cannot be claimed.

3. Interest accrued from dues being invested in short term investments.

4. The SRD Administration Fee is comprised of percentages of various expenses (eg.
utilities, taxes, insurance, administrative assistant’s salary, etc.)

5. The association office supplies up to 10 hours per month of administration support for
the Geomatics Association of Nova Scotia.

6. Annual building depreciation.

7. Rentalfees for the postage meter. Repairs to office equipment. Maintenance contract
for photocopier and postage system. Copier maintenance = $690; postage meter rent
= $503; postage system maintenance contract = $96; equipment repair &
maintenance = $ 300..

8.  Executive Director expenses are for travel, meals, accommodations etc. incurred by
the Executive Director travelling within the province of Nova Scotia to attend zone
meetings, executive meetings etc. Travel to other provinces is acceptable, provided
the business is directly related to Association affairs and is approved by the Executive.

9. Executive expenses are for travel, meals, accommodations etc. incurred by the
President, Vice-President and Past President within the province of Nova Scotia to
attend zone meetings, executive meetings etc.

10. President's travel is for out of province travel of the President or their designate to
attend meetings of other associations.

11. Printing of the roll, by-Laws, regulations, brochures, etc.

12. Professional dues and fees include ANSLS dues, ACLS dues, Development Officers
Associate membership, GANS dues for Executive Director.

13. The administration portion of the Administrative Review Committee expenses is part
of the administration budget. The SRD portion of the Administrative Review
Committee expenses is part of the SRD budget.

14. The APBELS levy is based on $5 per regular member.
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15. This CCLS levy is based on $65 per regular member.

16. This is for one scholarship and two awards that are presented annually to students at
COGS.

17. Travel costs for ANSLS representatives to attend the annual APBELS meeting.

18. Coffee, soft drinks, juice etc. kept in the office for members, guests, staff, council and
committee meetings.

19. Office expense includes stationery supplies, photocopy and fax paper, sympathy
cards, paper towels, tissue, etc. $2,940 in the 2003 expense is for items paid by
ANSLS on behalf of Geomatics Atlantic and is offset by $2,940 in other revenue
(repayment to ANSLS by Geomatics Atlantic).

20. Rentalincome includes monthly rent, portion of power and business occupancy taxes:

Rent: $450/mo x 12 = $5,400
Power: Est. $800/year = $ 800
Bus Occ Tax: 27% of ANSLS est. total = $ 780

$6,980

21. Includes $1317 to purchase mailing system base; $1,048 to purchase computer for
executive assistant.

22. Each year a portion of the HST ITC’s for the month of January are disallowed per
CCRA requirement. This item is included in Miscellaneous Other Expenses and is
budgeted for $700 in 2005.

23. Building maintenance is comprised of major expenses to repair and/or maintain the
association office building (eg. siding, ramp, paving, etc)
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REVENUE

Stickers
SLC Numbers

TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSES

Accounting
Accounts Contract

SURVEY REVIEW DEPARTMENT

(see note 1)

Administration Fee (see note 2)

- CPP
-El

Benefits

- Medical & Dental

- Insurance

- Workers Comp

Clerical Support

Courier

Equipment Rental & Maint.
Interest & Bank Charges
Manager's Expense
Miscellaneous

Office & Computer Equipment

Office Expense

Professional Dues and Fees (see note 3)
Administrative Review Committee (see note 4)

Salary - Manager
Salary - SRD Assistant
Staff Training

Sticker Purchases

TOTAL EXPENSES:

NET SURPLUS/DEFICIT

42

2005

2005 Budget
(proposed)

$61,500
$23,000

$84.500

$900

$18,601
$2,300
$1,500
$1,800
$1,000
$563
$500
$50
$100
$100
$2,000
$100
$300
$200
$800
$400
$46,250
$10,660
$300

$88.424

($3,924)

2004 Budget

$61,500
$24,800

86,300

2004 y-end
Projection

$61,295
$23,160

$84.455
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SRD Notes:

1. The cost for plan numbers/stickers is $20.50 each; the cost for SLC numbers is $4

each.

2. The SRD Administration Fee is comprised of percentages of various expenses (eg.
utilities, taxes, insurance, administrative assistant’s salary, etc.). See calculation below.

3. ANSLS dues for SRD manager

4. The SRD portion of the Administrative Review Committee expense is part of the SRD

budget.

Calculation of SRD administration fee for 2005 Budget:

Rent

Utilities

Taxes

Insurance

Cleaning

Tel & Fax

Exec Asst Salary
Postage

Office Expense
Equip Rental & Maint

$300 / month

$3200 x 40%
$11,300 x  40%
$2,000 x 40%
$360 x  40%
$2,000 x 30%
$27,800 x  20%
$4,000 x 18%
$3,000 x 30%
$1,589 «x 30%

Total 2005 SRD Administration Fee:

$3,600
$1,280
$4,520
$800
$144
$600
$5,560
$720
$900
$477
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CCLS Professional Liability Insurance Committee
Loss Control Session at the AGM

On the afternoon of Friday, October 15", the Professional Liability Insurance Committee (PLIC) of the Canadian
Council of Land Surveyors (CCLS) will be presenting a Loss Control session dealing with claims and risk
management. This is an important addition to the agenda of the 54th AGM and a must for the practicing land
surveyor.

1. Roger A.H. Brett, Executive Vice president, Jardine Lloyd Thompson Canada, Calgary, AB.Role of the Broker.
Reporting procedures.

2. E. Grant King, B.A., B.Ed., CIP, Regional Manager, Crawford Adjusters Canada Inc., Dartmouth, NS
Role of the Adjuster.

3. Thomas G O'Neil, Q.C., Mclnnes Cooper, Saint John, NB.
Role of Counsel; claims related procedures and legal issues.

4. Stephen J. Black, B.Sc., Claims Analyst, ENCON Group Inc. Ottawa, ON
Claims handling procedures, resolution and involvement of the Insured in the claims process.

Reducing Risk. Liability concerns for Nova Scotia land surveyors.

5. Panel Discussion.

NOTES




